Traditionally, the right cerebral hemisphere has been considered to be specialized for spatial attention and orienting. A large body of research has demonstrated dissociable representations of the near space immediately surrounding the body and the more distance far space. In this study, we investigated whether right hemisphere activations commonly reported for tasks involving spatial attention (such as the line bisection and landmark tasks) are specific to stimuli presented in near space. In separate blocks of trials, participants judged either whether a vertical transector was to the left or right of the centre of a line (landmark task) or whether the line was red or blue (colour task). Stimuli were seen from four distances (30, 60, 90, 120 cm). We used EEG to measure an ERP component (the 'line-bisection effect') specific to the direction of spatial attention (i.e., landmark minus colour). Consistent with previous results, spatial attention produced a right-lateralized negativity over occipito-parietal channels. The magnitude of this negativity was inversely related to viewing distance, being largest in near space and reduced in far space. These results suggest that the right occipito-temporal cortex may be specialized not just for the orientation of spatial attention generally, but specifically for orienting attention in the near space immediately surrounding the body.
Introduction
Perceiving the space around us is critical both for controlling skilled action and for defending the body against potentially threatening stimuli in the environment. Accordingly, researchers in several disciplines have differentiated the space close to the body from that farther away (e.g., Brain, 1941; Hall, 1966; Sommer, 1969) . Within cognitive neuroscience, a large literature has demonstrated that the near (or peripersonal) space immediately surrounding the body is represented differently from the far (or extrapersonal) space, farther away. For example, neurophysiological studies in monkeys have identified neurons in frontal and parietal cortices maximally responsive to the visual perception of objects near to or approaching the body surface (e.g., Graziano et al., 1994; Rizzolatti et al., 1981) . Analogously, double dissociations have been reported in neurological patients between attentional deficits in near and far space (e.g., Berti and Frassinetti, 2000; Cowey et al., 1994; Halligan and Marshall, 1991) . These results suggest that the brain maintains specialized mechanisms for the perception of near space.
Studies of healthy human adults have also provided evidence for distinct representations of near and far space. For example, lateral attentional biases have been found to differ as a function of viewing distance. Studies using both the line bisection task (i.e., marking the perceived centre of a horizontal line) and the landmark task (i.e., judging whether a vertical transector is to the left or right of the centre of a horizontal line) have found that people tend to show small leftward biases, known as pseudoneglect (Bowers and Heilman, 1980; for review, see Jewell and McCourt, 2000) . With the bisection task, however, this effect appears to be limited to lines presented very close to the body, with bias shifting to the right of centre as viewing distance increases (Ferrè et al., 2013; Gamberini et al., 2008; Longo and Lourenco, 2006 , 2007 , 2010 Lourenco and Longo, 2009; Lourenco et al., 2011; Varnava et al., 2002) . This shift in bias is generally continuous, and the rate at which it occurs has been taken as an index of the extent, or "size," of near space. Indeed, this method has been used to show expansion of near space following tool use (Gamberini et al., 2008; Longo and Lourenco, 2006) , contraction of near space when participants wear heavy wrist weights (Lourenco and Longo, 2009) , and systematic inter-individual relations between the extent of near space and arm length (Longo and Lourenco, 2007) as well as claustrophobic fear (Lourenco et al., 2011) . Studies using the landmark task have reported a similar rightward shift in bias with increased viewing distance, though not an absolute right bias 
